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Good evening, ny fellow citizens: 

This government, as promised, has maintained the 
closest surveillance of the Soviet military build-up on the 
island of Cuba. Within the past week, unmistakable evidence 
has established the fact that a series of offensive missile 
sites is now in preparation on that Imprisoned island. The 
purpose of these bases can be none other than to provide a 
nuclear strike capability against the Western Hemisphere. 

*' Upon receiving the first preliminary hard information 

of this nature last Tuesday morning at 9:00 a.m., I directed 
that our surveillance be stepped up. And having sow confirmed 
and completed our evaluation of the evidence and our decision on 
a course of action, this government feels obliged tc report 
this new crisis to you in fullest detail. 

The characteristics of these new missile sites indi- 
cate two distinct types of installations. Several of them in- 
clude Medium Range Ballistic Missiles, capable of carrying a 
nuclear warhead for a distance of more than 1000 nautical miles. 
Each of these missiles, in short, is capable of striking 
Washington, D. C, the Panama Canal, Cape Canaveral, Mexico City, 
or any other city in the Southeastern part of the United States, 
in Central America, or in the Caribbean area. 

Additional sites not yet completed appear to be designed 
for intermediate range ballistic missiles -- capable of traveling 
more than twice as far -- and thus capable of striking most of 
the major cities in the Western Hemisphexe, ranging as far North 
as Hudson* s Bay, Canada, and as far South as Lima, Peru. In 
addition, jet bombers, capable of carrying nuclear weapons, are 
~ now being uncrated and assembled in Cuba, while the necessary 
I air bases are being prepared. 
« 
t This urgent transformation of Cuba into an important 

* strategic base -- by the presence of these large, long-range, and 

• clearly offensive weapons of sudden mass destruction — constitute- 

* an explicit threat to the peace and security of all the Americas, 

* in flagrant and deliberate defiance of the Rio Pact of 1947, the 
traditions of this Nation and Hemisphere, the Joint Resolution 

■"■ of the 87th Congress, the Charter of the United Nations, and my 
own public warnings to the Soviets on September 4 and 13. This 
action also contradicts the repeated assurances of Sov le_t-ftpok ec^ 
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The size of this undertaking makes clear that it has 
been planned for some months. Yet only last month, after I had 
made clear the distinction between any introduction of ground- 
to-ground missiles and the existence of defensive anti-aircraft 
missiles, the Soviet Government publicly stated on September 11 
that, and I quote, "The armaments and military equipment sent 
to Cuba are designed exclusively for defensive purposes," and, 
and I quote the Soviet Government, "There is no need for the 
Soviet Government to shift its weapons for a retaliatory blow 
to any other country, for instance Cuba," and that, and I quote 
the government, "The Soviet Union has so powerful rockets to 
carry these nuclear warheads that there is no need to search 
for sites for them beyond the boundaries of the Soviet Union." 
That statement was false. 

Only last Thursday, as evidence of this rapid offen- 
sive build-up was already in my hand, Soviet Foreign Minister 
Gromyko told me in my office that he was instructed to make it 
clear once again, as he said his government had already done, 
that Soviet assistance to Cuba, and I quote, "pursued solely the 
purpose of contributing to the defense capabilities of Cuba," that, 
and I quote him, "training by Soviet specialists of Cuban \ 
nationals in handling defensive armaments was by no means offen- 
sive," and that "if it were otherwise," Mr. Gromyko went on, 
"the Soviet Government would never become involved in rendering 
such assistance." That statement also was false. 

Neither the United States of America nor the world 
community of nations can tolerate deliberate deception and 
offensive threats on the part of any nation, large or small. We 
no longer live in a world where only the actual firing of 
weapons represents a sufficient challenge to a nation's security 
to constitute maximum peril. Nuclear weapons are so destructive 
and ballistic missiles are so swift, that any substantially 
increased possibility of their use or any sudden change in 
their deployment may well be regarded as a definite threat to 
peace . 

For many years, both the Soviet Union and the United 
States, recognizing this fact, have deployed strategic nuclear 
weapons with great care, never upsetting the precarious status 
quo which insured that these weapons would not be used in the 
absence of some vital challenge. Our own strategic missiles have 
never been transferred to the territory of any other nation, 
under a cloak of secrecy and deception; and our history, unlike 
that of the Soviets since the end of World Far II, demonstrates 
that we have no desire to dominate or conquer any other nation 
or impose our system upon its people. Nevertheless, American 
citizens have become adjusted to living daily on the bull's eye 
of Soviet missiles located inside the USSR or in submarines. 


(AS ACTUALLY DELIVERED) 

Good evening, my fellow citizens: 

This government, as promised, bas maintained the 
closest surveillance of the Soviet military build-up on the 
island of Cuba. Within the past week, unmistakable evidence 
has established the fact that a series of offensive missile 
sites is now in preparation on that imprisoned island. The 
purpose of these bases can be none other than to provide a 
nuclear strike capability against the Western Hemisphere. 

•*» 

* # Upon receiving the first preliminary hard information 

of this nature last Tuesday morning at 9:00 a.m., I directed 
that our surveillance be stepped up. And having now confirmed 
and completed our evaluation of the evidence and our decision on 
a course of action, this government feels obliged to report 
this new crisis to you in fullest detail. 

The characteristics of these new missile sites indi- 
cate two distinct types of installations. Several of tbem in- 
clude Medium Range Ballistic Missiles, capable of carrying a 
nuclear warhead for a distance of more than 1000 nautical miles. 
Each of these missiles, in short, is capable of striking 
Washington, D. C., the Panama Canal, Cape Canaveral, Mexico City, 
or any other city in the Southeastern part of the United States, 
in Central America, or in the Caribbean area. 

Additional sites not yet completed appear to be designed 
for intermediate range ballistic missiles -- capable of traveling 
more than twice as far -~ and thus capable of striking most of 
the major cities in the Western Hemisphere, ranging as far North 
as Hudson *s Bay, Canada, and as far South as Lima, Peru. In 
addition, jet bombers, capable of carrying nuclear weapons, are 

~ now being uncrated and assembled in Cuba, while the necessary 

I air bases are being prepared. 

• This urgent transformation of Cuba into aa important 
strategic base -- by the presence of these large, long-range, and 

• clearly offensive weapons of sudden mass destruction -- constitutes 
an explicit threat to the peace and security of all the Americas, 

• in flagrant and deliberate defiance of the Rio Pact of 1947, the 
traditions of this Nation and Hemisphere, the Joint Resolution 

" of the 87th Congress, the Charter of the United Nations, and my 
own public warnings to the Soviets on September 4 and 13. This 
action also contradicts the repeated assurances of Soviet spoker.- 
»en, both publicly and privately delivered, that the arms build-io 
la Cuba would retain its original defensive character, and that 
the &ovi«t Union bad no need or desire to station strategic 
*l»«ilee on tbe territory of any other nation. 

„. , ,* mKt COVER) 

*adi«^ ?°o Tot^^T^ ' ptf ) 

'. • by ti- Wenan, Uuuona* oecui . j\.-- ~~ — »«« 


to any other country, for instance Cuba," and that, and I quote 
the government, "The Soviet Union has so powerful rockets to 
carry these nuclear warheads that there is no need to search 
for sites for them beyond the boundaries of the Soviet Union." 
That statement was false. 

Only last Thursday, as evidence of this rapid offen- 
sive build-up was already in my hand, Soviet Foreign Minister 
Gromyko told me in my office that be was instructed to make it 
clear once again, as he said his government bad already done, 
that Soviet assistance to Cuba, and 1 quote, "pursued solely the 
purpose of contributing to the defense capabilities of Cuba," that, 
and I quote him, "training by Soviet specialists of Cuban ( 
nationals in handling defensive armaments was by no means offen- 
sive," and that "if it were otherwise," Mr. Gromyko went on, 
"the Soviet Government would never become involved in rendering 
such assistance." That statement also was false. 

Neither the United States of America nor the world 
community of nations can tolerate deliberate deception and 
offensive threats on the part of any nation, large or small. We 
no longer live in a world where only the actual firing of 
weapons represents a sufficient challenge to a nation's security 
to constitute maximum peril. Nuclear weapons are so destructive 
and ballistic missiles are so swift, that any substantially 
increased possibility of their use or any sudden change in 
their deployment may well be regarded as a definite threat to 
peace. 

For many years, both the Soviet Union and the United 
States, recognizing this fact, have deployed strategic nuclear 
weapons with great care, never upsetting the precarious status 
quo which insured that these weapons would not be used in the 
absence of some vital challenge. Our own strategic missiles have 
never been transferred to the territory of any other nation, £ 
under a cloak of secrecy and deception; and our history, unlike 
that of the Soviets since the end of Y'orld V'ar II, demonstrates 
that we have no desire to dominate or conquer any other nation 
or impose our system upon its people. Nevertheless, American 
citizens have become adjusted to living daily on the bull's eye 
of Soviet missiles located inside the USSR or in submarines. 

MOKE 


Page 3 

In that sense, missiles in Cuba add to an already 
clear and present danger -- although it should be noted the 
nations of Latin America have never previously been subjected to 
a potential nuclear threat. 

But this secret, swift and extraordinary build-up 
of Communist missiles -- in an area well known to have a special 
and historical relationship to the United States and the nations 
of the Western Hemisphere, in violation of Soviet assurances, 
and in defiance of American and Hemispheric policy — this sudden, 
clandestine decision to station strategic weapons for the first 
time outside of Soviet soil -- is a deliberately provocative and 
unjustified change in the status quo which cannot be accepted 
by this country, if our courage and our commitments -.are ever to 
be trusted again by either friend or foe. 

The 1930«s taught us a clear 1 63 son: aggressive : con- 
duct, if allowed to grow unchecked and unchallenged, ultimately 
leads to war. This nation is opposed to war. We are also true 
to our word. Our unswerving objective, therefore, must be to pre- 
vent the use of these missiles against this or any other country, 
and to secure .their withdrawal or elimination from the Western 
Hemisphere. 

Our policy has been one of patience and restraint, as 
befits a peaceful and powerful nation, which leads a worldwide 
alliance. We have been determined not to be diverted from our 
central concerns by mere irritants and fanatics. But now further 
action is required -- and it is underway; and these actions may 
only be the beginning. We will not prematurely or unnecessarily 
risk the costs of worldwide nuclear war in which even the fruits 
of victory would be ashes in our mouth -- but neither will we 
shrink from that risk at any time it must be faced. 

Acting, therefore, in the defense of our own security 
and of the entire Western Hemisphere, and under the authority 
entrusted to me by the Constitution as endorsed by the Resolution 
of the Congress, I have directed that the following initial steps 
be taken immediately: 

1) First : To halt this offensive build-up, a strict quarantine 
on all offensive military equpmment under shipment to Cuba is 
being initiated. All ships of any kind bound for Cuba from 
whatever nation or port will, if found to contain cargoes of 
offensive weapons, be turned back. This quarantine will be 
extended, if needed, to other types of cargo and carriers. We 
are not at this tine, however, denying the necessities of life as 
the Soviets attempted to do in their Berlin blockade of 1948. 

2 * Second ; I have directed the continued and increased close 
surveillance of Cuba and its military build-up. The Foreign 
klnisters of the OAS, in their communique of October 6, rejected 
secrecy on such matters in this Hemisphere. Should these offen- 
sive military preparations continue, thus Increasing ths threat 
to the Kesisphere, further action will be Justified. X have 
directed the Armed Forces to prepars for any eventualities; »— 
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3) Third; It shall bo the policy of this Ration to regard any 
nuclear missile launched from Cuba against any nation in the 
Western Hemisphere as an attack by the Soviet Union on the United 
States, requiring a full retaliatory response upon the Soviet 
Union. 

4) Fourth : As a necessary military precaution, I have reinforced 
our~base at Guantanamo, evacuated today the dependents of our 
personnel there, and ordered additional military units to be on 

a standby alert basis. 

5) Fifth: We are calling tonight for an Immediate meeting of 
the Organ of Consultation under the Organization of American 
States, to consider this threat to hemispheric security and to 
invoke Articles S and 8 of the Rio Treaty in support of all 
necessary action. The United Nations Charter allows for regional 
security arrangements — and the nations of this Hemisphere 
decided long ago against the military presence of outside powers. 
Our other allies around the world have also been alerted. 

6) Sixth: Under the Charter of the United Nations, we are asking^ 
tonight~that an emergency meeting of the Security Council be con- W 
voked without delay to take action against this latest >x>viet 
threat to world peace. Our resolution will call for the prompt 
dismantling and withdrawal of all offensive weapons in Cuba, under 
the supervision of UN observers, before the quarantine can be 
lifted. 

7) Seven th and finall y: I call upon Chairman Khrushchev to halt 
and eliminate this clandestine, reckless and provocative threat 
to world peace and to stable relations between our two nations. 

I call upon him further to abandon this course of world domination, 
and to join in an historic effort to end the perilous arms race 
and transform the history of man. He has an opportunity now to 
move the world back from the abyss of destruction — by returning 
to his government's own words that it had no need to station mis- 
siles outside its own territory, and withdrawing these weapons 
from Cuba -- by refraining from any action which will widen or 
deepen the present crisis - and then by participating in a search 
for peaceful and permanent solutions. 

This Nation is prepared to present Its case against 
the Soviet threat to peace, and our own proposals for a peaceful 
world, at any time and in any forum — in the OAS, in the United 
Nations, or In any other meeting that could be useful — without 
limiting our freedom of action. We have In the past made strenuous 
efforts to limit the spread of nuclear weapons. We have proposed 
the elimination of all arms and military bases in a fair and 
effective disarmament treaty. We are prepared to discuss new 
proposals for the removal of tensions on both sides -- including 
the possibilities of a genuinely independent Cuba, free to deter- 
mine its own destiny. We have no wish to war with the Soviet 
Union -- for we are a peaceful people who desire to live In peace 
with all other peoples. 
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world against the safety and freedom of peoples to whom we are 
committed -- including in particular the brave people of West 
Berlin -- will be met by whatever action is needed. 

Finally, I want to say a few words to the captive 
people of Cuba, to whom this speech is being directly carried 
by special radio facilities. I speak to you as a friend, as one 
who knows of your deep attachment to your fatherland, as one 
who shares your aspirations for liberty and justice for all. 
And I have watcbed and the American people have watched with 
deep sorrow how your nationalist revolution was betrayed -- and 
how your fatherland fell under foreign domination. Now your 
leaders are no longer Cuban leaders inspired by Cuban ideals. 
They are puppets and agents of an international conspiracy which 
has turned Cuba against your friends and neighbors in the 
Americas — and turned it into the first Latin American country 
to become a target for nuclear war -- the first Latin American 
country to have these weapons on its soil. 

These new weapons are not in your interest. They 
contribute nothing to your peace and well being. They can only 
undermine it. But this country has no wish to cause you to suffer 
•» or to Impose any system upon you. We know that your lives and 
" land are being used as pawns by those who deny you freedom. 

Many times in the past, the Cuban people have risen 
to throw out tyrants who destroyed their liberty. And I have 
no doubt that most Cubans today look forward to the time when 
they will be truly free -- free from foreign domination, free 
to choose their own leaders, free to select their own system, 
free to own their own land, free to speak, and write, and worship 
without fear or degradation. And then shall Cuba be welcomed back 
to the society of free nations and to the associations of this 
Hemisphere. 

My fellow citizens: Let no one doubt that this is 
a difficult and dangerous effort on which we have set out. No 
one can foresee precisely what course it will take or what costs 
or casualties will be incurred. Many months of sacrifice and self- 
discipline lie ahead — months in which both our patience and our 
will will be tested — months in which many threats and denuncia- 
tions will keep us aware of our dangers. But the greatest danger 
of all would be to do nothing. 

The path we have chosen for the present is full of 
hazards, as all paths are — but it is the one most consistent 
with our character and courage as a nation and our commitments 
around the world. The cost of freedom is always high -- but 
^ Americans have always paid it. And one path we shall never choose, 
and thac is the path of surrender or submission. 

Our goal is not the victory of might, but the vindica- 
. tion of right -- not peace at the expense of freedom, but both 
m peace and freedom, here in this Hemisphere, and, we hope, around 
the world. God willing, that goal will be achieved. 
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proplaa advartanclaa publicaa a loa aovlatlcoa, aaitldaa loa diaa 4 
y 13 da aaptiaabra. Eata accloa taablaa contradlca laa raitaradaa 
aaavaraeionaa da loa portavocaa ■oviatlcoa, foraaladaa tcato an 
prlvado coao an publico, da qua aata iaeraaaato da araac aa Cuba 
eonaarfarla an caractar dafaaalvo original y da fua la Uolco Sovlatlca 
no naeaaltaba al daaaaba eolocar proyaetllaa aatrataglcba an al 
tarTitorlo da cualqular otra aacloa. 

La aavargadura da aataa aadldaa ladleaa claraaaata que aa hablaa 
praparado haca ya algnaoa annas. Sin aabargo, apanaa al xoa paaado, 
daapoaa dm habar yo axpraaa axnrasndo claraaaata la dlfarancln antra 
la colocacloa da proyaetllaa da tlnrm a tlarra y la axUtaacla dm 
pFoyactilas antiaraana da natnralasa daxanalva, al goblarno aovlatlco 
daclam publlcaaaata al 11 da aaptiaabra ana "las araaaantoa y 
aoulpoa allltaras aavladoa a Cnba aoa asclnalvaaanta para flaaa 
dafanaivoa", y sua **no axlsta niagana nacasidad da ana la Itoion 
Sovlatlca traalada ana araaa...para un golpa da rapraaalla a 


■* OUICaOiN'- I fc.l_fc.CaK AM urc/\r ' mno urnut oun 
4 «iuL Ala PIPLQUTIC POSTS k*. JT KmCSTC*, FOKT OF 

SFAIS, HO DE JAft-110, POKT AO PUHC. 


cualqular otro pal*, par ajanplo, Cote 1 *, y da qua "la Onion Soviet lea 
tiaaa cohatas tan pooaroeoa cono para a aaaoaia conduclr aatoa eaaoa 
da gnarra nuclearaa y no aa aaeaaarie buacar altioa da lanaanianto 
paza loa nisnos fuara da laa froatazaa da la Onion Sovlatica. M lata 
daclaracion, y laasnto nm obllnado a daclrlo, avldaatananta ara 
falsa. 

Apanaa al Juavaa paaado, al taner yo an nis nanoa pruabas da 
aata rapldo lacrananto da podario nilltar an Cuba, al ttiuUy.ro da 
R* lactones Iztarioraa Sovletico, al Sr. Groayko, aa $i riijo aa nl 
despacbo que habia raeibido iastruceiones dm relterar claranente que 
la ayoda soviet lea a Cuba "tenia per objeeo a p ena a eonrrlVrir a laa 
capacldadaa defensives 4m Cuba", y «na "al adlestramteor.o pveetado 
por especlallstaa soviet lcoe a einaadanoa cubsno o para el snaejo da 
arms dafanalvaa no aza an aodo algpoo da natural*** ofea*r?e" y 
qua da n sar da otra samara, al soMerao eon* soviet ico Jtms aa 
prestaria a sualnietrar ayoda da aata tlso." lata decl/itaclon 
carecla id ami 4a bonradaa y da honor. 

Hi loa Kstadoa Oaldoa da Anerlca, ni la cononidad uundial da 
aaeionaa, puoden tolarar la daeapcion lntanclonada ni laa ana n a t ai 
ofeasivas provenlentee da cualealar n a rl oa, sea poqu en a o granda. 
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Ya bo vlviaos en un anneo cuando lolmntt el dlapero da laa erase 
represeata on reto saf ielcute * la segurldad 4c on* nacion cono 
para constituir una vlolaclon del Artlculo 51 da la Carta da laa 
Beclones Unldss. Laa araea enelaaraa tlenen un podar destructlvo tal 
y loa projectiles una veloclded tal, qua cualquler aanento iaportante 
da la poeibilidad da su utilization a eoalquier canbio repent lao an 
su desplasaalcnto bisa puadaa eoaaldararaa cono una aaenaga eoocrata 
a la pas. 

Durante al curso da unchos anoe, taato la Union Soviatica coao 
loa Kstadoa 1Jnldoa--raconoclando aata raalldad— ban deaplexado laa 
&»as nocleare* eon auno clndado, janaa altera alterando tl dallcado 
status quo qua aaegnrabe qua dlehaa amaa no aarian ut 121 La-las a 
a® exist ir on desaflo fundenental. Suestro* proplos projectiles 
eetrategicoe janes nan sldo trasl a da d oe al terrltorla da utca nacion 
bajo el nante seerato del aigllo; y nuestra aiatorla, dl£«**uta a 
la da loa sovietleoe desdo la geannda Cuerra lfttndlal--d«v«i*stre que 
no tenenoe niagun daaeo da doninar o eonquiatar a eoalquier nacion ni 
querenoa laponer nuestro sis cans a eoalquier pueblo. .Sin embargo, loa 
cindadanoa da loa Batados Unidoe so nan acoatunbrado a vivlr diaria- 
aante cono un bianco da loa project ilea soviet icos bocalisadoa en la 
UISS o en sus sobnarinoe.. In este eentido, loa projectiles en Cuba 
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ccotrlbuven a iinfir an pellgro ck» y evidence-- causae se debe 

netcr, que lee awl oi M da la An ericc Lfttlne Jones b*bl*u *et*de 

sujetae bust* shore * ana poelble snensii nuclear. 

Pero wti Incrsnonto eecreto, rapid* j extraordlaarlo da 

projectiles conunl*t**--en una son* que, cono — bleu ssbldo, tiana 

una ralaelon any especial a historic a coa loa Istadee Ualdoe y con 

loa daaaa sac lone* dal Healsferlo Occidental— a peaar da la* 

eseveraclones soviet lcae, qua be Uevado *1 astablaclaicaSc repent loo 

da ernes soviet Ice* per ves prlnera fear* da tarrltarlo soviet lco, 

en coatravenclon a la politic* da loa Kstadoe Qaldoe y dol benlsferlo-- 

a* tm canblo xrlanente prov oc ador a Injustlf lcado en el status quo, 

el cnel no poeda *captar aeta pal*, si ea ana aneetro coreje y 

anastros eonpronlsoa ban da sar aeaptado* en el fbtoro, mo par 

naaatroa 
nuestros anlgos o par enettari enaalaoa. 

La decade ana se lalclo en 1930 nos be en ionsdo one leeclen nay 

clere: 1* conduct* agreelva, el ea pemlte foa elan de*4*ifv4aad* y 

sin ob o t a cu loc, a 1* Urn* eondnca a 1* enarra. Ineetre naclon sa 

opone a 1* faarra. Para tanblan cunpllaee auestra palebr*. 

■oestro objective inuntabla, por conslgnlante, es da pravenlr s qua 

se atillcen estoo proyeetllee centra est* naclon o contra coalqular 

otr* y da asegaerarnoe da one so ratiran o da que seen ellalnedoe 1 

COuTIMRIAL 
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dol Honlafarlo Occidental. 

Koeetre politic* ha aldo do pselonclu y eslna, conn la corresponds 

• una naclon pacific* y poderoee. lato b on oe decldldoe a que no no» 

dosvissen do nuestras proogupsclonoo nl loo elsuontoe Irrltodoroo 

nl lee fanatlcos. Pero, shore so lnpcae lo oceloo sdicionsl-- y est* 

y* s* ho enprendldo. Bstee acetones quia** soon oponos «1 conlenxo. 

Mo srrissg*renos prsastnrononto o sin nocosldod on* guerre noeloor 

totol en lo cnsl son loo frutoe do lo vletorl* ssrlsn oponos cenisss-- 

sftsnrlgas 
poro qvoronos quo sopon todos lss noolonss a soon enig*e © assnribjsu, 

quo no titubeereuos as onto osts rleago coando al oa llague quo 

nononto do enf renter lo. 

Por conalguiente, actoendo on defense do anaatra prop Is 
sogutldad y do la segurldad do todo ol ■eniaferlo Occldsceal, y 
segno loo fscultsdes quo no ho eoneodldo lo Censtltoelon, roitorsdss 
on Is Bosolucion odoptsdo por ol Congreso, ho ordonado quo ao 
adoptan lanodlatononta loo slguiente sort Id ■■ lnicloloa; 

1) Prinora; Con ol fin do dotonor ssto lac r— onto do podorlo 
nilitsr, ao lnlclo una oatrleto euaro euarontona do todoo)uipo 
allltar con dostino o Cub*. So obligor* « nave quo vaya runoo a 
Cuba, provonlonto do cualqulor neclon o p*jerto, al on all* aohallsn 
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carganentoe de ansae ofenel*ee • qae ngmt. to eer neceeerlo, 
eete coerentene sere anpliade pern loclwlr otros tipee do carsjSneatoe 
y da naves. Sin embargo, por el aenento no MtMM neseado eatrade 
a loe erticaloe do prlaera aecesidad, coao Intenteron beeerlo 1m 
soviet icos en su bloqaeo do Berlin en IMS. 

2 ) Somndo: He orrtensdo que so contlaae y iiatatt la vlgilencle 
eetrecas do Cube y del incroao nto dm so poderio allltar. Loe 
Ceacilleree do le OCA on mi coaonlcedo dol 6 do octobro ra&aseron 
ol sigilo on lo quo so rofloro o ootoo esantoe en eete baalsferlo. 

SI contlauen loo preperetlvoe alllteree do eoxmetor ofeaslvo, 
suasntsndo osi lo mam poro ol aealsferlo, oo eapreaderea aamiaa 
aedldee edicloaalee. lo dodo lnstrocclaoes o las faersea ezaedee 
poro quo so preparea poro caelqaier eventuellded: y osporo quo, teato 
ea interne dol pueblo cubano coao do loo tecnlcee soviet icot locell- 

sodoo on ootos baeee, so roeonosco qao oo lapoelble poro aoootros 

v 
toloroosto ononoso. 

3) Torcoro; Soro lo politico do osto pels quo coelquior 
proyectil nocloer leasado dosdo Cose contro cuelqnier neclon dol 
bonisforio Occidents 1 so considers cono unetaque do lo Union Sovletlce 
contro loo Satedoe Unidoe, quo roquorrls one reproof lie total contra 
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la Union Sovlatica. 

4. Quarto: Cono n ad ld o da pracaocloo ullitar nacasarla ha 
na ndad o fortalacar nuastra baaa da Goantanano, ratirar 1m familiars* 
da maestro personal destacado alii y oue ualaads* militares 
adlcionales Mtn preparadee y on estado n 4* alert*. 

5 - Culnto: Beta noche ltnw aollcltsrsmos una reunion 
tn ma rt lata del Orgnno do Consult* da la Gcaanisaclon da loo Sstadee 
Americanos para conaidorar aaca smonss* a la 'ir' 1 ^ securldad 
h sm ls ferlca a invoear loa articuloa 6 y • del Tratado da Ho an 
apoyo da laa aedidae ova aaa nocaaarlo tonar. Eueetroe alladoo en 
otrss part** dal mondo tanbian ban »ido evieadoe. 

•• Saato; Da conforaidad con la Carta da las maclcns* onidae- 
noootros la suacriblmos-sollcltaramoe asta nocha qua so ceiebre una 
rannion da emergenci* dal Coosa jo da Saanridad sin rlanorr prra tonar 
nadl d as contra aata ultima emsnsts soeletlea a la pas mondial, 
■nostra Besolnclon padira al rteeannrelsmlsnfro y ratiro da todas las 
bases y amaa ofonsivaa da Cuba, bajo supervision da observedores 
da las a na olonos Qnidee, antas da podorsa lawantar la cuarentena. 

7) Santino r f Inalnanta: Apalo al Primer Niniatro Khrusncbair 
a qua ponga fin y elimlne aata anansrs clandestine, lrrasponaabla y 
provocadora a la pas Mondial y astabillea laa ralaclonas antra 

conpioanrxAL 
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daatiao. W* t«MMi du«ot da aatabUr una gaarra caa U Baloa 
Soviatlca, paaa mmi am pmablo pacific© |M daaaa vlvir MH>c« 
todoa loa daaaa paabloa. 

Paro aa dificll raaolvar, • laclaao diacatir, aatoa problaaaa 
•a urn aata amblaata da Imtiaidaelea. Bato — par qua aata utllaa 
mom aovlatica-- o caalaalar otra amaaasa «oa puada bacaraa a aaa 
iadapaadlantaaaata o coao raacclom a aaaatraa ac cl oo aa da aata aaaaaa 
— dab* haearsala fraata y, da haeho, aa la harm fraata tu& Uaclalea. 
A caalaalar aceloa boat 11 aa caalaalar pacta dal ■undo toot*.* U 
aafarldad j libartad da loa paabloa ooa qalaaaa ooa baao* ccaaroaatldo 
— incluaiva al valaroao paabla da larlla Oceidaatal— aa la hara fraata 
cob caalaalar tipo da acclon qam aaa aaeaaarla. 

Plnalaaata, qaiaro dirlslr oaaa palabraa al caatfcro p»a»lo dm 
Cuba, a qviaaaa aa laa aata ratraaamltiaado aata diacarao p*r todoa 
loa aadloa dlapoaiblaa. laa hablo eoao aa!**, coao admtoAo da aa 
davoeloo par la libartad y la jaatlcla, coaa aaa aaa conoca aa 
profuudo aaor par la patrla. Jaataaaata coa ala eoapatrlotaa ha 
eoapartido laa graadaa aaparaasaa da an ravolacloa aaeloaallata coa 
aaa pro£«aaa aa libartad y Jaatlela para todoa. T ha obaarvado coa 
profunda paaar oaaa aa baa Ida traleloaaado laa idaalaa da aaa 
ravolucloa— y coao aa patrla ha ealdo bajo al doalalo axtraajaro. 
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Abora m dirlgonc** JIMmi dlrlgoat** cabaao*, laaplsado* y 
gaUdos per lo* grand** principle* d* on maolacloa a*eloa*ll*t*. 
Son titer** y ******* d* on* ecasplraclon lnt*ra*cion*l «*a h* 
convcrtldo * C*b* on b*** d* *§r**loa contra *as oalgo* y **elao* on 
An*rlc*. E*t«* mmu tnu no d*fi*ad*n so* Inter****, le 
eontribny** oiiwpttAitM blon**t*r. Bo fMte nl *l*ai*r* 
contrlbnir * 1* **gnrldftd d* Cab*, *lno *n* por *1 contr*rio 1* v«a 
aincndo. S*b*ao* qao o*t*dc* no conslatleron * «aa — c«wirtl*«* 
* *u 1*1* oa aa bianco par* nan gaarra aaelaar—cl prlaor pal* 
lit Inn— rtrann * fom*r part* d* **t* *lal**era eoafrottt«cion-~ *l 
prlaar p*ls d* Latiaoaa* rir* coo **e«* *raaa *a *a propio terrltorlo. 

I* por **to one ao raalao* eoa al pasbl* da Cab*; •brl^ono* 
•iapatl* y **p*r*o**« por al. Saboao* ca* •• **t*a atillssndo mm 
▼id** y *a tl*rr* eoao iaatrassato* aa 1** aaao* d* **aall3* *a* 
Us aU|M 1* llbartad. flo dw no n e*a**rl** «*friai*nto ai 
Jsooaarl** *l*toaa algaao. 

Ka al p***do» *1 pn*blo cabaao •* b* lM*tti*3 eoa fneooacl* 
para d*rroe*r * Clraaos, t*ato «atr*aJ*ro* coao aacionnl**, aa* 
tr*t*b*a d* d**tralr *a lib*rt*d. T ao ao eabo 1* aoaor dad* d* 
can boy *a din 1* Inamtt aayoria d* lo* cabaao* *a*l* ana Uaaae 
•1 aoaoato *a qua voWara a Mr libra— libra par* **cog*r sue 
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proploa gobaraaataa, libra para aacogar aa propio aiataaa, libra 
para aar daaao da mi prapla eiarraa, libra para hablar, aacriblr y 
xaaar »in taaoraa ai dagradacioa. T caaada taralaa la diartaarlna 
axtraajara y eaaa la otllisacioa 4a Caba caao baaa da subvaraloa y 
agraaloa, coa graa placer laa volvaraaoa a zaciblr aa la soeladad 
da aaeloaaa libzaa y aa laa aaociacloaaa 4b aaca haalafario. Poraua 
amaatxo objatlvo aa al auado da bay — la pas y la libartad" »y alio 
iaelnya la paa y la libartad dal paablo ca b aa o. 

Coaciadadaaoa: aadia daba dodar da aaa aoa haaoa awaalaado aa 
ua a»f jcr&o dlf icll y paliaraao. ladia paa da pravar can «xactltud 
al raabo qua ha da aagair ai laa vidaa o cmt* aa qua sa Wabra da 
iacarrir. laa ajaadaa por dalaata anebaa aaaaa da aacrl/lcioa y 
autodlaeipliaa— awaaa aa ajaa taata aaaatra volaatad eoao aoaatira 
paciaacia tana paaatoa a praaba por parte da aajaalloa qa* i«iaraa 
qaa hagaaoa aaa y por aajaalloa ajaa ajaiaraa ajaa hagaaoe nana*-- aaraa 
aa qaa aaebai a— mrit y daaaaaiaa aoa aaataadraa coa ciwfcaa coa* 
ataataaaata dal paligro. Para al mayor paligra da todea carl* al 
ao bacar aada - paraliaaraa da taaor, - raaasar da oaaatra palabra. 

11 raabo ajaa haaoa aacogido por al ■oaaafo aa aa parfaeto; 
aiagono lo —* Paro — al ajaa coac a arda Major coa onaatro caractar 
y valor coaa aacica y coa aaaatroa coapramiaca aa todo al i 
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La libartad elaaa on pracio ana sianpra as waj alavado-paro loa 
nort« anarlcanon sianpra baa ascado dispuastos a pafarlo. ? hay ua 
caaino ana Jams — coaaran oi , 7 ••• «• al eanlno da la ra n dlcl oa 
oa *1 sonatlaianto. 

■uastro objatlvo no consists an oa trianfo dal podar slao an la 
rsivlndlcaclon oa un daracao—no da una pan a coJicaa da la llbartad, 
slao pas j llbartad, aanl an aata baalsfarlo, y asparanoa ana an al 
aundo antaro. Quisr* it Dloa qua alcaacanos aaa osjatlw. 
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While final details remain to be settled concerning text, 

following is substance of President's address to nation scheduled 

for delivery 7 p.m., Monday, October 22. While any factual 
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ernments may use this text with suitable precaution on- possible 

last minute revisions* 

i lMMIiUUiAAJLKgMEHXlM 

QUOTE: Good evening, my fellow citizens: 

This Government, as promised, has maintained the closest 

surveillance of the Soviet military faxxtarfl build-up on the 

island of Cuba. Within the past week, unmistakable evidence 

has established k the fact that a series of offensive nuclear 

missile sites is now in preparation on that unhappy island. 

i 

Upon receiving the first preliminary Information of this nature 
last .1 Tuesday morning at 9 a.m.— the first reliable information 
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of this nature we had ever received— I directed h that our 
surveillance be stepped up. And having now confirmed and completed 
our evaluation of the evidence and our decision on a course of 
action, this Government feels obliged to report this new crisis to 
you in full detail. 

Several of these new missile sites are for Medium Range Ballistic 
Miseries, capable of carrying a nuclear uarhead for a distance of 
more than 1000 nautical miles. Each of these missiles, in short, is 
capable of striking Washington, B.C., the Panama Canal, Cape Canaveral, 
Mexico City, or any other city in the Southeastern part of the Faired 
States, in Central America or in the Caribbean area. 

Additional sites not yet completed appear to be deaigned tor 
intermediate lange Ballistic Missiles— -capable of travelling more than 
twice as far and thus capable of striking most of the major cities in 
the Uestern Hemisphere, ranging as far north as Hudson's Bay, Canada 
and as far south as Lima, Peru. In addition, mediun range jet: 
bombers, capable of carrying nuclear weapons, are now being uncrated 
and assembled on Cuba, while the necessary air bases are being prepared. 

This urgent transformation of Cuba into an important strategic 

base— by h tbVpresencd of these large, long-range and clearly 

offensive weapons of sudden ma33 destruction— constitutes an explicit 
■ cik. ; • 
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i and security of all the Americas, in, flagrant 

■ ST.'. >V£l o^ -:v:-v> ;. >/-'*.s '**:, •* /A. '•inefier.j- c»w?sy8c ~ty — 
this nation and Hemisphere, the Joint Resolution of the 87th Congress, 

Che Charter of the United Nations, and my own public warnings to the 

Soviets on September 4 and 13. This action also contradicts the 

repeated assurances of Soviet spfic spokesmen^ both publicly and 

privately delivered, that the arms build-op in Cuba would retain its 

-i. •.- " \' v £ ^' : 't ?*'"* '*sn"otf* i.^ ass -Mssrr* rt* i2<> To-"' 
original defensive character, and that the Soviet Union had no need 

" •' . ... ^ >-. ;- ; u.->; -r- .? , -*sp 3?c<3fc£roa via; arrosra- •;:•■. ; 
or desire to station strategic missiles on the territory of any other 

*■■■■- cue n.jy;btf :»;.»-,; •"•? 3i ?arcKrc« *»* PJ* *oxjc; »-,-•-. I . 
nation. * f 

The size of this undertaking makes clear that it had been planned 

some months ago. Yet oniy last month, after t had made ci«ar the 

■^c:,i--..r-i.- i ;."uv ■ --*-.««"; £-;,»-.-,'. £*s*?c ao.'Tv xra.A<-". * « - 
distinction between any tax introduction of ground-to-gromid missiles 

and the existence of defensive anti-aircraft missiles 1 , the Soviet 

Government publicly stated on September 11 that "the armaments and 

military equipment sent to Cuba are designed exclusively fcr 

..-■>.-.*?,. ;j«ta/rjraq ayr.tt.-ef;A ^^=- -jus asar-j; 3-rar- 
deitensive pt that "there is no need for the Soviet Union 

to ^nift its weapons... for a retaliatory blow to any other country, 

for Un&tt*$ffi",'an&''that/ n l*M Soviet Union ha j so 'powerful rockets 

to carry these nuclear warheads that there is no neeo" to search for 

sites for them beyond the boundaries of the Soviet Union." That 
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statement, I regret to say, was patently false. 

Only last Thursday, as evidence of this rapid offensive build- 
up was in ay band, Soviet Foreign Minister Gronyko told ma in my 
office that he was Instructed to make it clear once again, as he 
said his Government had already done, that Soviet assistance to Cuba 
"pursued solely the purpose of contributing to the defense capabilities 
of Cuba", that "training by Soviet specialists of Cuban nationals in 
handling defensive armaments was by no means offensive", and h th£t 
"If it were otherwise, the Soviet Government would never become 
ins Involved in rendering such assistance." That statement alao was 

dishonest and dishonorable. 

Li • 

f Neither the United States of America nor the world community 

f .,.._... 

of nations can tolerate deliberate deception and offensive threes 

on the part of any nation, large or a* small. We no longer live In 

a world where only the actual firing of weapons represents a 

sufficient challenge to a nation's security to constitute a breach 

of Article 51 of the UN Charter. Nuclear weapons are so destructive* 

and ballistic missiles are so swift, that any nta* substantially 

increased possibility of their use or any sudden change in their 

deployment may Well be regarded as a definite threat to "the peace. 
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'?■ ^Wk ' th* Soviet Bniott'Wm United States - 


with 


recognixiuitt this feet— have deployed strategic nnclsar weapons'- 
great care, never upsetting the precarious status quo which ensured 
that these weapons would not be used in the absence of some sigsx 
vital challenge. Our own strategic missiles have never been trans* 
f erred' to the territory of any other nation under a cloak of secrecy 
and deception; and our history— unlike tliat of the Soviets since 
World War II— demonstrates that we Have no fesire^^dominate or 
conquer any other nation or Impose our system' J opon c £ta people.* 

Nevertheless, American citizens have become adjfusteS r to liylne paily 

. „ _. .... ..._._. ,., ...... : , . 4 

on the bull's eye of Soviet missiles located inside "the USSR or in 

submarines . In that sense, missiles in Cuba add to ' an already clear 

and present danger— although, it should be" noted, the nations of 

Latin America have never previously been subjected to a potential 

nuclear threat. 

But this secret:, swift and extraordinary build-up of corarunist 

missiles— in an ares* well-known to have a special and historical 

relationship to the United States and the nations of the Western 

Hemisphere— tin violation of Soviet assurances, in suddenly stationing 

strategic weapons fof°the first i;ime outside of Soviet soil, in 

defiance of American and Hemispheric policy— is a deliberately 
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provocative and unjustified change in the status quo which caiiiiot 
be accepted by this country, if our courage and oui commitments are 
ever to bo trusted again by either £ rifcia,! or foe. * : -. 

Thj 1930' s taught us a clear lesson: aggressive conduct, if 
alio c;d to £xov unchecked and unchallenged, ultimately leads to war. 
This nation is opposed to war. We are also true to our word. Our 
uait.5_vi.ng objective, therefore, must be to prevent the use of th-'ja 
mifj.-.iles £ gainst this or any other country, and to secure their vlth- 
drav/eil or elimination frctu the Western Hemisphere. 

Our policy has been one of patience and restraint, as beiits a 
peaceful and powerful nation. We were determined not to be 'diverted 
f rongeur central concerns by mere irritants and fanatics. But further 
action is now required— and it is underway; and these actions nay only 
be the beginning. "We will not prematurely or unnecessarily risk tie 
costs of world-wide nuclear war in which even the fruits of victory 
would be ashes in our mouth--but l^t every nation know, be it friend 
or foe, that we will not sarin!', from that risk at any time it must 
be faced. 

Acting, therefore, in the defense of our own security and that 
of the entire Western Hemisphere, ant- lender the authority entrused 
to me by the Constitution as endorsed by the Resolution 61^ the Congress, 
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fallowing initial e*eps be taken |s*ediatelyi 
1) first; to- halt thin offensive build-up, a, strict 


to 


quarantine on all — offensive* military equipment t 
y Cuba is being aenwame*}**. r All .ships bound for Cuba, from whatever 


nation or port, will,, if found to contain cargoes of offensive 
weapons, be turned back. This quarantine will be extended, if needed, 
to other types of cargo and carriers,, lie are not at this tine, . ■■ -se 
however, denying access or the necessities of Ufa as the.Sisrlets ft- 
attempted to do In their Berlin blockade of MJjS.. £, . I 

2) Second: I have directed the continued and increased §close 
surveillance of Cuba and its military ; build-up.. The Foreign Ministers 
of the CAS in their communique of October 6 rejected secrecy on such 
matters in this Hemisphere. Should offensive military preparations 
continue, thus Increasing the threat to the Hemisphere, further 
action will be. undertaken. I have directed the armed forces to 
prepare for any eventualities: and I trust that, in the interest of 
both the Cuban people and the Soviet technicians at these sites, 


cnir inabMity to tolerate this threat will be recognized. 

3) Third: It shall be the policy^ of this nation to regard any 
nuclear missile launched from .Cuba against any nation in the Western 
Hemisphere as an attack by the Soviet union on the United States 
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requiring a full retaliatory response upon the Soviet Union. 

4) Fourth: As a necessary military precaution, I have re- 
inforced our base at Guantanamo, evacuated the dependants »£ our 
personnel there and ordered additional military units to stand by on 
an alert basis. 

5) Fifth; We are calling tonight for an Immediate meeting o£ 
the Organ of Consultation under the Organization of American Stateo, 
to consider this threat to hemispheric security and to invoke Articles 
6 and 8 of the Rio Treaty in support of all necessary action. Cur 
other allies around the world have also been alerted. 

* 6 > Sixth: Under the Charter of the United nations— end we 
subscribe to that Charter— we are asking tonight that an emergency 
meeting of the Security Council be convoked without delay to take 
action against this latest Soviet threat to world peace. Our 
Resolution will call for the dismantling and withdrawal of all 
offensive bases and weapons in Cuba, under the supervision of UN 
observers, bef ore the quarantine can be lifted. 

7) Seventh: and finally; I call upon Chairman Khrushchev to 
halt and .eliminate this clandestine, reckless and provocative threat 

to world peace and to stable relations between our two nations. I 

vTbm y ,- .Jb> h^ :. .<,*■•:.; . - -■ __ ■:.■&£■■ #&kk-; 

call upon him further to abandon this course of world domination, and 

.<. , . . cotnrissirriAL 
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to ..mm the world beck from, the abyss of, dastructionrrbi^retumlag, 
to his government's own words. to^tL-bad ^.no**** 4 *- to station missiles 
outside its ovn territory, end withdrawing tbjse weanong from Cube- 
by refraining from any action wb4c|t £ wjgLl.w|den^r deepen, $he present 
crisis— end then by .resuming our c M^l c aearc.h foj peaceful and 

pea^nent. .solutions. ? vrc t j-' r ,..; r,.r ..sAoyncio*/ bxxsiT^To^ rfp^-.;. «■■'.■'•'• 

,.,, This netion ie-prepored to p W eat v jy^ T ceee. against |^.3|yict 

threat, to peaeeandour own propoaala c for f peaceful ,wprldj at any 

time and in any forum--in the 0e&, in 5 .the Baited 1 Hat ions, .or. in any 

*"" ••*■'■■•• ' ' strrenuous 

other meeting that coMld.^useful^^We ha^e- ? in^the nast,B*de ******** 

efforts to limit the spread of nuclear weapons. ,We have propped the 

elimination of all anas and overseas bases in e fair and effective 

disarmament treaty* t $e,ar%prepare^ *°* 

the removal of. tensions, ■<*-, both sJ^sides^includlng, the possibilities 

of a gei *ee ^determine its own destiny. 

We have j^wis^lj^w^with, the SovieJuUnion^for we are a peaceful 

people who desire to iive w in peace ^ with, aH T o0er peoples. 

But it is. difficult to <x sett ie,,or. even/discuss . these problems in 


CONFIDENTIAL 


IJ CI x R C 70. ^l A!ERICAN DIPLCM*riC POSTS EXCEPT PRAGUE, 

Pag p BUlM Sr T^UHAKKST, WAKSAIJ AW) SOFIA 

COHFIDEHTIAL 


an atmosphere of intimidation. That is why this latest Soviet 
threat— or any other threat which is made either independently or in 
response to our actions this week— must and will be met with 
determination. Any hostile action anywhere in the world against the 
safety and freedom of peoples to whom we are committed— including 
the brave people of West Berlin— will be met by whatever action is 
needed. ,. * 

Finally, I want to say a few words to the captive people of Cuba, 
to whom this speech is being directly carried by every available ., „ 
medium. I speak to you as a friend, as an admirer of your dedication 
to freedom and justice, as one who knows of your deep attachment to 
your fatherland. Along with my fellow Americans, I have shared the 
great hopes of your nationalist revolution promising liberty and 
justice for all. And I have watched with deep m sorrow how the 
ideals of that revolution were betrayed— and how your fatherland fell 
under foreign domination. Mow your leaders are no longer Cuban 
leaders— inspired by the great principles of your nationalist 
revolution. They are puppets and agents of an international conspiracy 
which has turned Cuba into a base of aggression against your friends 
and neighbors in the -America c. 
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-new weapons are not In your interest:. They, contribute 
nothing to your peace and well-being. They cannot even contribute 
to the security of Cuba but only undermine 'it?. rJ Se know you i <Tld '"66$*- 
consent to the transformation of your island into V target for nuclear 
war— the first Latin American country xo become involved in this grim 
confrontation-- the first latin American Country to have these weapons 
on its soil. '*' 

That' it why we have no quarrel with you, em? people^ o^Cuiba, 
only sympathy and hope. We know your lives ana land are being fsed* 
as pawns by those who deny you freedom. We nave no wish to cause •. 

"•■' '■_■■■• . • . - onr T,-n-" Mono* 

you to suffer or to Impose any system upon you.' 

Many times in the past, the Cuban people have risen to throw 
our tyrants— both foreign and domestic— who tried? to destroy thsir 
liberty. And I have no doubt that the vast majority of Cubans today 
looks forward to the time when they will once again >*e free-free to 
choose their own leaders, free to select their own system, free to 
own their own land, free to speak and write anct worship without fear 
or degradation. And when foreign domination is ended, and the use 
of Cuba as a base of subversion and aggression has ceased, we shall 
gladly welcome her back to the society of free nations and to the 
associations of this Hemisphere. For our goal in the world today is 
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peace and freedom— and that includes the peace and freedom of the 
Cuban people. 

My fellow citizens: let no one doubt that this is a difficult 
and dangerous effort on which we have set out. Ho one can forsee 
precisely what course it will take or what costs or casualties will 
be incurred. Many months of sacrifice and self-discipline lie ahead- 
months in which both our will and our patience will be tested bj 
those who would have us do more and those who would have us do less— 
months in which many threats and denunciations will keep us aware of 
our danger. But the greatest danger of all would be to do nothing— 
to be paralyzed by fear— to go back on our word. 

*The path we have chosen for the present is not perfect, as no 
path is— but it is the one most consistent with our character and 
courage as a nation and our conmitraents around the world. The c?pt 
of freedom is always high— but Americans have always paid it. And 
one path we shall never choose is the path of surrender or submission. 

Our goal is not the victory of might but the vindication of right - 
not peace at the expense of freedom, but both peace and freedom, 
here in this Hemisphere, and, we hope, around the world. God willing, 
that goal will be achieved. **-*■"- '' ,*J 
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